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DENTAL CARE ASSISTANTS 

436. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
Is it not clear, with over 25 000 people now waiting on the wait list for dental health services and the fact that the 
department has actually reduced the number of people they are seeing by over 2 000 in the last year, that the 
minister has failed to provide any way forward? The fact is — 
Dr K.D. Hames: Supplementary? 

Mr R.H. COOK: Look at me! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I have a point of order.  

The SPEAKER: Before I take a point of order I will say this to the member for Kwinana. Member, I have given 
you an opportunity to ask a supplementary question; I have not given you an opportunity to make a speech. If 
you do have a question, I want to hear it; otherwise, I am going to sit you down.  

Mr R.H. COOK: The fact of the matter is that the minister’s job was to increase the value of and priority for 
these people. Is it not true that the minister has failed to provide them with any form of value for their 
contribution to our public dental health services? 

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, member. Member for Kwinana, I formally call you to order for the first time 
today. I call the member for Kalgoorlie. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Can I answer anyway? 
The SPEAKER: No.  

Mr R.H. Cook: How bad are you going to let them get to? How badly is your department going to perform until 
you’re given up? 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Dr K.D. Hames: Don’t put on a fake outrage. 

Mr R.H. Cook: How useless are you at your job? 

The SPEAKER: It is a quite simple process, members. I have given the call to the member for Kalgoorlie. 
There was no supplementary question asked. The member for Kalgoorlie has the call.  
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